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INTRODUCTION. 


HAT there has been, within twenty 
%., years, a rapid increaſe of the bap- 

N tiſt denomination, is a fact too evi- 
dent to be diſputed. And that this 
ed increaſe is viewed, by many of them, 
as an evidence of the rettitude of 
their peculiar ſentiments, is too well known to be de- 
nied. If this evidence is valid, it ought not to be re- 
jetted ; but if otherwiſe, it is deſirable that the miſ- 
take ſhould appear. 

The deſign of the following pages is to inveſtigate 
the truth reſpecting this matter; and to ſet it in ſuch 
a light, that every one may be able to judge with pro- 
priety. And, to do juſtice to the ſubject, the follow- 
ing method is propoſed : 

I. Inquire, whether the increaſe of the baptiſt de- 
nomination is any certain evidence of the rectitude 
of their peculiar ſentiments ? 


II, Inquire 


— 


| 0 
II. Inquire, whether other probable cauſes of the 
prevalence of their fentiments, or increaſe of their 
numbers, may not be aſligned ? . 


| 8 . I. 


Whether the Increaſe of the Baptiſt Denomination be any 
certain Evidence FA" the Rectitude of their PR Sen- 
trments ? | 


IF the great prevalence of the baptiſt denomina- 
tion is any certain evidence of the truth or reftitude 
of their peculiar ſentiments, it muſt be for this reaſon, 
viz. That ſuch prevalence is peculiar to truth. If it is 
as common for error to prevail, as it is for truth, then 
neither truth, nor error, can be known by their prev- 
alence. For, that which is common to two things can 
never diſtinguiſh the one from the other, If afflictions, 
in the preſent ſtate, were peculiar to the wicked, then 
we could know, that thoſe who are afflicted are alſo 
ungodly. But, as afflictions are the common lot of 
both the righteous and the wicked, neither of them 
can be known by their being ſuhje& to calamities. 
Conſequently, if it ſhould appear, that it is as com- 
mon for error to be prevalent, as it 1s for truth, we 
may as well argue that minks are bears, becauſe they 
are black, as that the baptiſt een are right, be- 
cauſe they prevail. | 

Therefore, to determine the point in queſtion, we 
have only to determine, whether ſuch prevalence, 
as the Baptiſts boaſt of, is peculiar to truth. I 


will proceed on the ſuppoſition that their evi- 
dence 
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dence is valid; or that ſuch prevalence is peculiar to 
truth; and ſee what can be made to appear upon this 
ground. 

1. It will appear, that the peculiar ſentiments of 
Mahomet have vaſt evidence in their favor, and that 
the Alcoran is a ſyſtem of truth. For the prevalence 
of theſe ſentiments has been very great, both as to ra- 
pidity and extent. And they are now generally be- 
lieved, in ſome of the greateſt empires on earth. 

2. The peculiar ſentiments of the Papiſts muſt be 
ſet down as indiſputable truth ; for their prevalence 
has been greater than the Baptiſts, in proportion as 
hundreds to one. 

3. We find ſufficient evidence in favor of Proteſ- 
tantiſm, though directly oppoſed to Popery. 

4. We find much greater evidence in favor of the 
Pedo-baptiſts than we do in favor of the Baptiſts. - 
For their ſentiments' have been more prevalent, and 
their numbers are ſtill much the greateit. | 

5. Univerſaliſm, Methodiſm and Shakeriſm, have 
much evidence in their favor; and we muſt begin to 
admit Deiſm to have a place in the ſyſtem of truth. 

6. It will appear, that divine providence is of ſuch a 
nature, that it will prove the truth of both parts of pal- 
pable contradictions. That oppolite ſentiments may 
be true at the ſame time. That the ſame doctrine 
may be true in one age, and falſe in another ; and 
true in one country or one denomination, and falſe 
in another. For, 

F. If the baptiſt ſentiment prevailed i in the apoſtles 
days, it was then true. Then the pedo-baptiſt ſenti- 


ment took place and preyailed, and that was truc. 
The 


; 
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The baptiſt ſentiment has again revived, and is again 
true. Now, both theſe contradictory ſentiments pre- 
vail, and now they are both true. 

Theſe obſervations, it is thought, will be ſufficient 
to ſatisfy every mind, that is open to convittion, that 
the propriety of a pane can never be proved 
from its prevalence. it 

The plea, in favor of "_ reflitude o of the baptiſt ſen- 
timents, will probably be renewed, by obſerving, that 
their preachers are not only ſucceſsful in gaining proſ- 
elytes to their party, but their labors'are bleſſed for 


che conviction and converſion of finners. 


I have no inclination to deny, that this has been, 
in many inſtances, the caſe ;' but whether this is a 
proof of the propriety of their peculiar ſentiments may 
be rationally diſputed. Let us query: Is it preach- 
ing their pecultar ſentiments, wherein they differ from 
Pedo-baptiſts, which is attended with this ſuppoſed 
good ſucceſs ? Or, docs this good ſucceſs attend their 
preaching the more important dottrines of the golpel, 
in which they and the Peco-baptilts agree? If the 
latter, then their ſucceſs is no'evidence in favor of 
their peculiar ſentiments : But, if the former, it will 
admit of a doubt, whether their ſuppoſed converts are 
any thing more than mere proſclytes to their party. 
For it muſt be evident, that preaching thoſe ſenti- 
ments, in which they differ from Pedo-baptiſts, has 
no great tendency to convince finners of their de- 
plorable flate by nature, or their need of a Savior. 

On ſappokition that the peculiar ſentiments of the 
Baptiſts are right, preaching that perſons ſhould not 
be baptized before they believe, and that immerſion 

is 


p ys 
is eſſential to the ordinance, in 6ppoſition to the Pe- 
do-baptiſts, has no more tendency to produce genu- 
ine convittion, or ſaving converſion, than preaching 
the Newtonian ſyſtem of philoſophy, in oppoſition to 
the Peripateticks. Either of them might ſerve to 
correct ſome miſtakes in ſentiment and practice; but 
neither of them were the dottrines, by which Chriſt 
and his apoſtles arreſted the conſciences of men, and 
led them to cry out, What ſhall we do to be faved ? 
It is hoped, that no one will here underſtand me, 
that attending to the nature and defign of baptiſm has 
no tendency to ſaving converſion. In attending to 
theſe, the moſt important dottrines of the goſpel may 
be urged. And to theſe the Pedo-baptiſts may at- 
tend, conſiſtently with their ſentiments, in which they 
differ from the Baptiſts. But, 

Further, if ſaving ſucceſs proves the truth of the 
peculiar ſentiments of the Baptiſts, it is preſumed, that 
the peculiar ſentiments of the Pedo-baptiſts may be 
proved on the ſame ground. And thus, again, both 
parts of the contradiction muſt be admitted into the 
fyſtem of truth. 


\DODDSS. 
S263. FE 


Whether other probable Cauſes of the PREVALENCE " 
the Baptiſt SeNTiMENTS, or INCREASE of their 
NumBERS, may not be aſhgned ? 


BEFORE I proceed to mention the probable 
cauſes of the prevalence of the baptiſt ſentiments, it 
may be proper to premiſe the following things, viz. 

1. That 
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1. That it is juſtly eſteemed unreaſonable to blame 
a whole denomination for the faults of individuals. 
Therefore, when I mention any imprudences or ir- 
regularities of the baptiſt denomination, or of 'their 
elders and teachers, I would not be underſtoof to 


mean, that the whole are chargeable with ſuch things. 


J am far from thinking this to be the caſe; Some of 
that denomination, both in publick and private ca- 
pacities, are perſons, for whom I have a high eſteem. 
2. My perſonal acquaintance , with thoſe of the 
baptiſt denomination is very ſmall. And moſt of the 
things, which 1 ſhall bring into view, are from inform- 


ation, but ſuch information as appears to me credi- 


ble. Therefore, I ſhall. generally expreſs myſelf by 


way of inquiry; and if any things unfavorable, re- 
ſpecting their practice, ſhould be mentioned, which 


are not otherwiſe evident to the minds of the publick, 
I wiſh to have them eſteemed as of no weight. | 

3. It was no ill treatment, which I ever reoeived 
from any of that denomination, which induced me to 
exhibit. what will appear in theſe pages. Nor have I 
any reference, in mentioning irregularities, to any per- 


ſons in my own ſociety, of that denomination. There 


are but a few among us. Thoſe few are perſons of 
whom 1 have no reaſon to complain; but, on the 
contrary, they are perſons who demand my reſpett. 

4. It is, perhaps, a more difficult matter to write 
upon this ſubject, with a ſingle eye, and in ſuch a 
manner as to give no juſt occaſion of offence, than 
would be generally ſuppoſed. And it is, perhaps, as 
difficult for thoſe on the oppoſite ſide of the queſtion, 
to read in ſuch a manner as not to take offence, when 
no juſt occaſion of offence is given, Publications of 

| this 
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this kind are too often written, and read, as paper 
wars, and the fruit of bitterneſs or envy. Aud I 
think I feel in ſome meaſure ſenſible of the. danger 
on my own part. It is, in many reſpects, an unde- 
firable taſk, which I have undertaken : And I find 
great difficulty in expreſſing, what I ſuppoſe to be 
truth, in ſuch a manner as to be inoffenſive. But it 
has, for ſome time, appcared to me a matter of im- 
portance, that ſomething of this kind ſhould be pub- 
liſhed, for the good of the church in general. I muſt, 
therefore, proceed, leaving the event with him, who 
has the hearts of all in his hand. | 

And as it is probable that the increaſe of the bap- 


tiſt denomination is partly owing to faults in us, it 


may be proper to begin, by an implicit confeſſion of 
dur own deficiences. Therefore, 

| 1. Has not the great coldneſs of miniſters and pri- 
vate profeſſors, of our denomination, contributed 
much to the increaſe of the Baptiſts ? 

It is agreeable to the dictates of reaſon and com- 
mon ſenſe, that things of great importance ſhould be 
treated as ſuch ; and the conſciences of men, in gen- 
eral, teſtify, that the things of religion are things of 
the firſt importance. Hence, they are naturally led 
to expett that miniſters and private Chriſtians, who are 
truly godly, will mainfeſt it in preaching and practice. 
. Zeal in a preacher naturally inclines his hearers in 
his favor. They conclude that he fee intereſted in 
what he ſays ; that he loves the truth, and loves their 


fouls. On the other hand, coldneſs in a preacher 


prejudices the minds of his hearers againſt him. 
They are apt to ſuppoſe that his indifferency is as 
great in reality as it is in appearance. 8 
B And 
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And is it not a truth, to be lamented, that during 
the great progreſs of the Baptiſts, there has been great 


apparent coldneſs, and want of fervency, among our 
denomination ; both in miniſters and private Chriſ- 


tians. And have not the Baptiſts, eſpecially their 
preachers, been more apparently engaged ? May it 


not, then, be ſuppoſed, that many have been prejudic- 
ed in favor of the peculiar ſentiments of the Baptiſts, 


by the apparent difference between us and them, as 


to engagednels in religion ? 
That the zeal, which has been diſcovered among 


the Baptiſts, has been, in all inſtances, according to 


&nowledge, or piety, I will not pretend to ſay. But 
whether they have diſcovered a greater degree of en- 
gagednels, than is correſpondent to the importance of 


religion, is a queſtion which deſerves our ſerious con- 


ſideration. And if we find they have not, let us caſt 
the beam out of our own eye, that we may ſee more 
clearly how to correct their errors and irregular- 
ities. | 

IT. Has not the prevalence of the Baptiſts been, in 
ſome meaſure, owing to the unreaſonable, unhappy, 


and imprudent manner, in which they have been too 


often treated, by our denomination ? 

Love and tenderneſs, meekneſs and humility, j join- 
ed with ſcriptural and rational arguments, are the 
moſt efficacious weapons, for convincing the igno- 
rant, and reclaiming the erroneous. To treat perſons 
of different perſuaſions in religion, with a bitter cen- 
ſorious ſpirit, or with ridicule, reproach and contempt, 


has, in- the common courſe of providence, a direct 


tendency to increaſe their numbers, and ſtrengthen 
their party, And ſuch an error in temper is a much 
greater 
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greater evil, than any error in ſentiment, which can 
be named. | | | FL - 

But is it not manifeſt that, in too many inſtances, 
the weapons of our warfare with them, have been 
carnal, even in the worlt ſenſe of the term ? Have 


Not the whole denomination often been branded, 


indiſcriminately, for the faults of individuals ? Have 
not individuals been treated with diſreſpect, for this 
reaſon only, viz. That they were Baptiſts ? And has 
not our treatment of them given too much ground 
for their cry of perſecution ? If fo, no doubt we have 
been inſtrumental of increaſing their numbers. 

III. May not the prewalence of the baptiſt denom- 
mation be in a great meaſure accounted for, by the 
following things ? The abundant pains which is taken, 
by their teachers, to incalcate their ſentiments : Their 
conſidering their ſentiments as ſo eſſential: The con- 
fident manner, and affeQing tone, with which they 
addreſs the paſſions of their hearers. 

A great part of hearers, in all ſocieties, are of ſuch 
lowunderſtandings, that they are incapable of duly exam- 
ining the force of arguments; and may be confound- 
ed by the length or multiplicity of them, while no re- 
al conviction is afforded to their minds. And when a 
preacher, by his zeal and addreſs, has gained the af- 
fections of his hearers, fo far, that they eſteem him to 
be a pious man, and one who is really ſeeking their 
good, they are, in a great meaſure, prepared to give 
credit to what he ſays, whether they can lee the pro- 
priety of it or not. And if the teacher labors abun- 
dantly, to prove a doubtful point, he will overpower 
their minds, and prevail upon them to bclicye he is 
right, before they underſtand his arguments. 


And 
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And when ſentiments are urged as of ſuch eſſential 
importance in religion, as to conſtitute a teſt of chriſ- 
tian communion at the Lord's table; and aſſerted 
with ſuch an air of confidence and infallibility, as 
though no rational being could heſitate a moment, 
whether they be true or falſe; and with a mournful 
affecting tone of voice, calculated to move the paſ- 
Bons, it is caly enough to fee what muſt be the con- 
ſequence, as to many perſons, in almgſt every ſociety. 
There is a claſs of perſons, in moſt ſocieties, who pol- 
ſeſs weak judgments, fickle minds, and quick and ten- 
der paſſions. Theſe perſons ſeem to be calculated, 
by nature, to be impoſed upon, and captivated by 
ſuch a method of propagating ſentiments. And a 
perſon of good judgment, who is acquainted with his 
own ſociety, may gueſs beforehand, with ſome de- 
gree of certainty, who would embrace the baptiſt ſen- 
timent, if they were repeatedly and frequently addreſ- 
ſed, in the manner which has been deſcribed. This 
obſervation is not deſigned, by any means, as a reflec- 
tion upon that claſs of perſons. -- They are not to be 
treated as objects of contempt ; but of pity and com- 
paſſion. Nor was this obſervation deſigned to inti- 
mate, that all, who embrace the my ſentiments, are 
of ſuch a turn of mind. 

- Now let me aſk, Do not es the baptiſt teach- 
ers labor abundantly; both in publick and private, to 
propagate their peculiar ſentiments : Even to that 
degree, which would naturally lead perſons, of weak 
minds, to ſuppoſe, that the eſſence of religion conſiſts. 
in embracing thoſe ſentiments ? Do they not. aſſert 
their ſentiments, with ſuch an air of confidence as is 
unbecoming a fallible creature? Do they not artfully 

make 
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make uſe of an affecting tone of voice, to raiſe the 
tide of tender paſſions in their hearers, ſo that the 
judgments of many are drowned by the flood ? Do 
they not, in a particular manner, adopt theſe modes 
of addreſs, at the time of adminiſtering the ordinance 
of baptiſm ? Do they not then pay much more atten- 
tion, in their addreſſes, to the neceſſity of the outward 
form, than to the neceſſity of having the heart right 
with God ? And, from their manner of treating the 
ſubject, may not hearers rationally conclude that, in 
their view, the eſſence of following Chriſt conſiſts 
rather in immerſion, than in a meck and humble ſpir- 
it ? Or, that going into the water is the beſt evidence 
of ſuch a temper ? Whether the ſentiments of the 
Baptiſts he true, or falſe, this muſt be evident, to diſ- 
cerning minds, that ſuch a method of inculcating 
them is erroneous and dangerous ; that it is much 
more calculated to make real! hypocrites, than real 
Chriſtians. And, whatever may be the views and de- 
ſigns of ſuch teachers, their method of proceeding 
has, at leaſt, the appearance of greater regard to a par- 
ty intereſt, than to the general good of Chriſt's kingdom. 

IV. May not another ſource of the increaſe of the 
baptiſt denomination be this, The abundant uſe they 
make of ſuch paſſages of ſcripture” as are nothing to 
their purpole. | 

To diſprove infant Wide, do they nat abundant- 
ly produce ſuch texts as theſe : Repent and be bap- 
tized. As many as gladly received the word were 
baptized. If thou believeſt with all thine heart thou 
mayeſt, &c. 

What we find of the practice of the apoſtles, in 

theſe texts, is very ſufficient to prove that they bap- 

|  tized 
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tized-penitents or believers : And that of adult per- 
ſons they required a profeſſion of cordial belief, in 
order to baptiſm. But that they afford no evidence 
againſt infant baptiſm, I think, muſt be evident to ev- 
ery diſcerning and impartial inquirer. 

Jo try the matter fairly, let it be remembered, that 
theſe paſſages reſpet the preaching and practice of 
the apoſtles, at the commencement of the goſpel diſ- 
penſation. Now, ſuppoſe that we ſhould find ſimilar 
accounts in the journals of Mr. David Brainerd ; 
That, when he' went among the Indians, he preached 
unto them, Repent and be baptized. And that as 
many as gladly received the word were baptized. 
And on a certain day, as he was diſcourſing with a 
ſachem, the ſachem appeared to be truly penitent, 
and deſired to he baptized. Mr. Brainerd replied, 
If thou believeſt with all thine heart thou mayeſt. If 
we were to determine Mr. Brainerd's ſentiments, by 
fuch paſſages as theſe, who would be able to ſay 
whether he was a Baptiſt or a Pedo-baptiſt ? 

It is preſumed that what is recorded of the prac- 
tice of the apoſtles, is nothing inconſiſtent with what 
would be the practice of a Pedo-baptiſt, in any 
place, where the ordinance had never been admin- 
iſtered. | | 

Moſt certainly, if I were to preach in ſuch a place, 
I ſhould tell my hearers that they ſhould believe be- 


1 


fore they are baptized. Thoſe who gladly received 


the word I ſhould baptize. And if a perſon deſired 


to be baptized, I ſhould inſiſt on a profeſſion of cor- 


dial belief in order to baptiſm. And if ſuch an ac- 
count of my preaching and practice, would prove me 


to be a Baptiſt in ſentiment, I am one already. ' 
V. May 


3 
V. May not the progreſs of the Baptifts be partly 
accounted for, by their taking the advantage of cer- 
tairy occurrences in towns and pariſhes, to propagate 
their ſentiments ? Such as times of revival ; diviſions 
in ſocieties ; diſaffection to ſettled miniſters, &c. - 

Times of revival. At ſuch ſeaſons, the minds of 
people are generally very tender; and they are eaſi- 
ly led into the ſentiments of ſuch as appear zealous 
for their good. And, if they are made to believe 
that baptiſm by immerſion is ſuch an eſſential point 
in religion, as the Baptiſts repreſent it to be, they 
will readily think, that, to embrace their ſentiments, 
will be a great ſtep towards ſalvation. And fo, from 
ſelfiſh motives, may readily comply: : 

Is it not a known fact, with regard to many baptiſt 
teachers, that they take the advantage of ſuch ſeaſons 
to make proſelytes? That they flock in, ſhow great 
zeal, and ſoon turn the attention of the people from 
the concerns of their ſouls, to the diſpute about bap- 
tiſm ? I am far from being oppoſed to their ſhowing 
themſelves forward to promote religion, and the 
work of couverſion, at ſuch times: Yet I am apt to 
think that ſuch a method of proceeding looks more 
like a ſtratagem of Satan, to put a ſtop to a revival, 
and to introduce diviſion and animoſity. And if the 
conſequences of ſuch proceedings have not been uf. 
ficient to juſtify the obſervation, then let it fall to the 
ground. ef 

Diviſions in Fecieties It often happens that ſuch 
events take place, with regard to building meeting 
houſes, ſettling minil!ers, &c. Theſe are mournſul 
occurrences ; and ſuch as call .for the exertion of 


Chriſtians, not to confirm and increaſe them, but to 
heat 
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heal them. Bleffed are the peace makers. But wheth- 
er ſome of the baptiſt miniſters have not, by theit 
conduct reſpetting ſuch divifions, formed an oppdſite 
character, ſhall be referred to the publick to deter- 
mine. 

Diſaffection to ſettled miniſters. It is not to . 
peed, that the moſt faithful miniſters will give uni- 
verſal ſatisfaction. And here it may be aſked, is it 
not a common method, with ſome baptiſt teachers, to 
take the advantage of ſuch occurrences to propagate 
their ſentiments, and eſtabliſh a party ? Is it not their 
common method to make their firſt viſits to diſaffect- 
ed perſons ? And to conduct, as though it were there 
object to eſtabliſh the diſaffection, and to make a 
party, rather than to ſtudy the things which make for 
peace ? 

VI. Another ſource of addition to the baptiſt de- 
nomination may be this, Their urging their ſucceſs as 
an evidence of the rectitude of their ſentiments, and 
their publiſhing their progreſs annually. 

Is it not a very common thing for thofe of that de- 

nomination to mention and urge the prevalence of 
their ſentiments, as an argument that they are right, 
and that God owns and bleffes them ? If fo, how ma- 
ny are ſo ignorant as to be led away by this fallacious 
argument ? And when they ſee the annual accounts, 
how many were added in this, that, and the other 
place, it ſeems to them that the Baptiſts will carry all 
before them. And probably many have been almoſt, 
if not altogether, perſuaded that the baptiſt ſentiments 

ll are right, merely upon this ground. 

The annual accounts publiſhed by the Baptiſts, of 

1 their ſucceſs in gaining proſelytes, have often brought 

to 
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10 my mind the words of Nebuchadnezzar : Is not 
this 0REAT BABYLON WHICH I HAVE BUILT. And 
it is worthy of publick examination, whether this con- 
duct has not the appearance of being deſigned to pro- 
mote an intereſt, ſeparate from the common intereſt 
of the Redeemer. 

VII. May not een ** a to ſup- 
porting the goſpel, account for fome of the additions 
made to the baptiſt denomination ? 5 

Is it not a fact, of public notoriety, that thoſe * 0 
are moſt apparently covetous, with regard to ſupport- 
ing the goſpel, are commonly the firſt, or among the 
firſt, who join that denomination, in ſocieties in gen- 
eral ? Is it not obvious, to every impartial mind, that 
multitudes have left their own miniſters, and joined 
the Baptiſts, while the general courſe of their conduct 
has teſtifie d that, covetoufneſs was their governing mo- 

tive ? And have not ſome baptiſt teachers embraced 
ſuch characters, and furniſhed, them with certificates, 
without. any rational evidence, that thoſe perſons were 
governed by any thing better than a covetous or con- 
tentious ſpirit ? If this is not downright #navery, I 

wiſh that ſomebody would favor me with a term, which 
will more ſuitably expreſs the nature of ſuch conduct. 
VIII. Perhaps the increaſe of the baptiſt denom- 
ination, may be further accounted for, by the follow- 
ing things: Their profeſſion of great ſelf- denial in 
being immerſed : Telling how long they oppoſed or 
withſtood the ſentiment, and how loth they. were to be 
convinced: With what force the evidence at laſt came 
upon their minds: What comfort they received, as ſoon 
as they were baptized : And their urging, perſons of 


unn to be baptized, as the way to obtain comfort. 
C Theſe 
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Theſe are artful methods of propagating ſentiments, 
and perhaps as ſucceſsful with many, as any which 
can be named. But, whether ſuch methods are not 


better calculated to delude than to convince; is a 


queſtion which ought to be examined. 


That perſons may be immerſed, in the exerciſe of 
ſelf-denial, will not be diſputed ; but they may alſo 
be immerſed, from a principle of pride and ſelfiſhneſs." 
Perſons may long reſiſt a ſentiment, be loth to em- 
brace it, and afterwards yield to the force of argu- 
ments, which in their view are very powerful; and” 
ſtill the ſentiment may be erroneous, and the argu- 
ments, by which they were perſuaded, fallacious: Per- 
ſons may alſo receive great comfort in their minds, 
upon' going into the water. The comfort, in ſome 
inſtances, may be true; in others it may be falſe ; 
but neither true comfort nor falſe comfort can prove 
the propriety of their ſentiments. And, to urge a 
perſon, in trouble of mind, to go into che water, as 
the way to obtain chriſtian comfort, is dangerous and 
deluſive. Unleſs it be upon this ground : If a per- 
ſon's trouble of mind is ſuppoſed to reſult from bodily 
diſorders ; and the diforder is ſuch that dipping is a 
ſuitable remedy, then it may be proper to urge a 
perſon to be dipped, as a ſuitable way to reſtore com- 


fort to his mind. But I ſhould not, in this caſe, 


recommend it to be done, in compliance with the or- 
dinance of baptiſm. 

IX. Has not goſpel difcipline, in pedo-baptiſt 
churches, been a ſource of ſome addition to the bap- 
tiſt denomination ? Have not ſome perſons, who have 
been cenſured or rejefed, by our churches, fled for 


. to the baptiſt churches, rather than to make 
goſpel 
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goſpel ſatisfaction ? And have not ſome baptiſt miniſ- 
ters and churches received ſuch characters, without 
requiring of them to make ſatisfaction for their offen- 
ces? | | 

From ſuch a method of proceeding, people may be 
ted to ſuſpett one or other of the following things: 
Either, 

1. That the baptiſt miniſters and a who re- 
ceive perſons on this ground, ſuppoſe, that ſubmiſſion 
to the ordinance of baptiſm, by immerſion, is of the 
nature of an atonement, Or, 

2. That they view ſuch ſubmiſſion as a ſatisfactory 
manifeſtation of true repentance. Or, 

3- That they view the pedo-baptift churches to be 
ſo corrupt, that their cenſuring or rejecting a member 
is of the nature of a recommendation. Or, | 

4. That they are ſo fond of enlarging their temple, 
and fwelling their annual accounts, that they are re- 
gardleſs, with reſpect to the materia or charatters, 


which they admit. 
X. May not the want of qualifications, in ſome of 


the baptiſt teachers, be conſidered as another ſource 
of increaſe to their denomination ? 

Many people are ſo ignorant, as to be more charm- 
ed with ſound than ſenſe. And to them, the want of 
knowledge in a teacher, or of inſtruction in his diſ- 
courſes, may eaſily be made up, and overbalanced, by 
great zeal, an affecting tone of voice, and a perpetual 
motion of the tongue. If a ſpeaker can keep his 
tongue running, in an unremitting manner, during the 
time of exerciſe ; and can quote, memoriter, a large 
number of texts from within the covers of the Bible, 


it matters not, to many of his hearers, whether be 
ſpeaks 


20 


| ſpeaks ſenſe or nonſenſe ; op whether his quoting 


ſcripture be pertinent or impertinent. And when ſuch 
perſons hear a ſpeaker, who has. had but little advan, 
tage for education, preach in ſuch a manner, and this 
roo without forethought or Rudy, as he may profels, 
and we may believe, they think he is moſt cer- 
tainly called of God, that he is wonderfully aſſiſted, 
and ſpeaks as the Spirit gives him utterance. Ergo, 
he muſt be a good man, and bis lemi monte are doubt - 
leſs right... 

1f, then, ſome of the baptiſt markers: are not ſcribes 
well inſtructed, and do preach in the manner ſuggeſt- 
ed, is it not eaſy to ſee, that want of qualifications, in 
ſome of their teachers, may have contributed to the 
increaſe of the denomination ? 

Were it my delight to dwell upon the faults of pro- 
feſling Chriſtians, I could, perhaps, enlarge upon the 
things which have been mentioned, and add other 


| particulars. . But what has been ſaid may be ſufficient. 


If a deduttion ſhould be made, from the annual ac- 
counts, of all who have become Baptiſts, in profeſſion, 
from the ſeveral ſources, which have 'been named, it 
is thought that the diminution would be perceptible. 
The foregoing inquiries arc. not deſigned: to in- 
creaſe the diſaffection between the two denominations ; 
but rather to diſcover ſome of the ſources, from 
whence it has ariſen to ſuch a height, that each denom- 
ination may ſee in what reſpects reformation is neceſ- 
fary, in order to peace, harmony, and friendſhip. 
And if ſuch happy effects ſhould be the conſequence 
of the publication, the writer will be amply rewarded, 
while he ſhares in the inereaſe of publick felicity. 


T FFT. 2 


FLIGHT os IMAGINATION. 


Some therefore cried one thing, and ſome another. 


AVING written the preceding ſections, I was in 
ſome anxiety of mind about the expediency of 
ending them to the preſs; fearing they would be an oc- 
caſion of miſchief, rather than of benefit. With theſe 
thoughts upon my mind, I placed my head upon my 
pillow, with a view for ſome repoſe and refreſhment. 
Scarcely had my eyes cloſed with ſleep, before my 
imagination had publiſhed the pamphlet, and put it in 
circulation. And, on a ſudden, I was wafted in diſ- 
guiſe, from Dan to Beerſhe ba, to learn what reception 
it found in the world. | 
The firſt night, I called for lodging at the houſe of 
a Pedo-baptiſt, whoſe name was Rigidus. He had 
purchaſed one of the pamphlets ; and invited his two 
neighbors, Firebrand and Mercurio, to examine the 
contents of the new b9ok. When I entered the houſe, 
they had finiſhed reading the firſt ſection. And ſuch 
was my habit and nne chat it occaſioned. no 


interruption. 


interruption. They profeſſed tobe tolerably ſatisfied 
with what they had read ; excepting, that the writer 
had implicitly granted, that, in many inſtances, the 
preaching of Baptiſts had been attended with ſaving 
ſucceſs. Firebrand ſaid, in plain terms, he did not 
believe that ever a ſoul was benefited by the preach- 
ing of a Baptiſt, Rigidus obſerved that he was much 
of the ſame mind. However, ſaid he, I think that 
* one of the main arguments, by which the RO prop- 
x agate their ſentiments, is fairly refuted. - 
| ql They proceeded to the ſecond ſection. In reading 
1 the things premiſed, they appeared a little ſour ; el- 
\\| pecially, on finding that the writer had expreſſed ſo 
19 much charity for ſome of the Baptiſts. Mercurio 
[ thought that all the Baptiſts might, with propriety, be 
lumped together. For I do not believe, ſaid he, there 
is one good Baptiſt in the land. Firebrand profeſſed 
to be of the ſame opinion. He ſaid he had been con- 
ſiderably acquainted with the Baptiſts, and had often at- 
tempted to reaſon with them; but he had ever found 
them, a ſtupid and bigoted ſet of beings, and that 
they would not hear to reaſon any more than a par- 
cel of coach horſes. 

On reading the firſt mentioned ſource of increaſe 
to the baptiſt, denomination, their faces redened with 
anger ; and, however cold they were in religion, they 
were far enough from being cold in their reſentment, 
againſt what they read. Wben they read the ſecond 
particular, they could no longer hold their peace. 
Firebrand ſaid thus: This fellow is half a Baptiſt him- 
ſelf, or he never would have ſuſpetted that the Bap- 
tiſts had been ul treated. Then Rigidus ſpoke: For 
my -part, I wiſh all the Baptiſts had been baniſhed 

| from 
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from the land wenty') years ago. I wiſh ſo, too, ſaid 
Mercurio ; for they are a peſtilent race of beings, as 
ever lived : They are ever making miſchief, where- 
ever they go. 

Aſter theſe remarks, they proceeded to the third 
ſource of increaſe. And, by the change which ap- 
peared in their countenances, you would have been 
convinced, that ſome people are much more willing 
to hear others reproved, than they are to be reprov- 
ed themſelves, They had not read two pages before' 
they appeared quite calm, and well pleaſed. And, 
as they proceeded from one particular to another, 
they appeared more and more delighted, and were 
very ſorry to ſee Finis come ſo ſoon. Upon the whole, 
they all ſeemed to agree in this, that had a few obſer- 
vations in the firſt ſection, and a few pages in the ſec- 
ond, been omitted, the 3 might do conſidera- 
ble ſervice. 
Next morning, I dae! my journey, in queſt of 
further information; and, before evening, I had a 
pretty perfe& contraſt exhibited: In the after part 
of the day, I was riding in a road near a river; and, 
on the bank, I eſpied a concourſe of people. S$Suf- 
petting the object, I immediately reſorted thither. 
Cenforious Freetongue was about to adminiſter the or- 
dinance of baptiſm, and was then addreſſing the mul- 
titude, to prepare their minds for the ſolemnity. 1 
ſoon perceived that he had lately filled his head with 
the contents of the new book. For a great part of 
his addrefs was compoſed of ridicule, invectives, and 
raillery, againſt what he called an abuſive pamphlet 
lately publiſhed. Before he cloſed his addreſs, he 
altered the tone of his voice, and diſſolved hitnſelf, 
and 
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and many of his heaters, into affeion and teats. 
„This, my beloved friends,” ſaid he, © is what we 
muſt expect, in conſequence of our taking up the 
croſs to follow Chriſt, We muſt be hated of the 
world, and ſuffer perſecution. . But fear not, nor be 
diſmayed. They have called the maſter of the houſe 
Beelzebub ; and no wonder that we, his followers, are 
called ſo likewiſe.” - : 

The exerciſe being anda, 1 amines back to a | 
neighboring houſe ; and ſoon after me came in Furio, 
Blaſtus, and Gripus, of the baptiſt denomination. Andy 
as It happened, one of the abuſive pamphlets laid on 
the table. Furio eſpied it, and taking it up, here, 
ſaid he, is one of the very pamphlets that Elder Free- 
tongue was condemning. For a while, they ſcrupled 
the propriety of reading it ; but at length they agreed. 
While reading the firſt ſection they appearcd to feel 
ſomewhat as Micah did on a certain occaſion. They 
ſaid there ſeemed to be ſome truth in the obſerva- 
tions; but {till they believed it was written with an 
evil deſign againſt the Baptilts. They however ven- 
tured upon the ſecond ſection. The premiſed obſer- 
vations, they ſaid, appeared to be a motley mixture of 
charity and ſeverity. When they read the firſt ſource - 
of increaſe to the Baptiſts, they appeared in ſome 
meaſure pleaſed. On reading the ſecond, they were 
greatly delighted. Furio ſaid, however, he thought 
more ſeverity was ncedful, and he hoped to find it in 
the next particular. But they ſoon found their miſ. 
take ; and December never produced a more ſudden 
change in the weather, than what took place in their 
countenances. What I then diſcovered brought to 
my mind the words of God to Cain : Why art thou 
wroth 
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| diode and why is thy countenance fallen ? 16. thou 
doeſt well, ſhalt thou not be accepted ? And if thou 
doeſt not well, ſin lieth at the door. They continued 
reading until they had finiſhed that particular, in which 
covetouſneſs is conſidered as a ſource of increaſe ; 

and then their patience was exhauſted. Gripus round: . 
.ly affirmed that he never before ſaw ſuch a blackguard- 
lypiece in his life. Furio ſaid he wondered that any 
man of ſenſe. ſhould think of writing ſuch ſtuff. Blaf- 
tus obſerved that it was the. very weakeſt piece that 

ever was written. And for. my part, ſaid he, I do 
not think the writer had much ſenſe : If he had he 

would not have ſpent his time in ſuch a fookiſh man- 
ner. With one conſent, they doomed the pamphlet 
to flames; and what they ſaid further about the writer 
it may be beſt to conceal... But, ſuch was their clam- 
or, that I concluded the more part knew not wherefore. 
they had come together... And as they were likely to 
tarry all night, I perceived it would be;no place for reſt. 
So I mounted my horſe and rode with expedition. 
Aſter riding about three miles, I came to the houſe 
of one Benevolus, a Baptiſt. As it happened, there 
was, that evening, a meeting at his houſe of a ſociety, 
called the Fraternity. It was compoled partly of Bap- 
tiſts and partly of Pedo-baptiſts. The chief characters 
among them, I found to be, Benevolus, Honeſtus and 
Confitenſius, of the baptiſt denomination ; and of the 
Pedo-baptiſts, Generoſo, Amicus and Sobrietas. There 
free and heavenly converſation cauſed me to think 
of the prayer of Chriſt for the unity .of his members, 
and of the declaration which he made, By this /hall all 
men know that ye are my diſciples, if ye have love one 
to another, 
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After a ſeries of religious exerciſes, in which th. 


all appeared to be near to God, and to one anothei 
they began ſome converſation reſpefting the late 
pamphlet, which they all had ſeen and peruſed. 
They were not fond of ſpending time in laviſhing 
praiſe upon the writer, or what he had written Nor 
were they cenſorious. The moſt ſevere remark which 
I heard was this. - Amicus ſaid that he did not know 
but ſome things might have been expreſſed, to better 
advantage, in ſofter terms; but to the ideas he had no 
objection. His remark was expreſſed with ſo much 
meekneſs, that no rational creature could be offended. 
And I could but wiſh that I had diſcovered more ” 
his ſpirit and wiſdom in what 1 had written. 

.  Benevolus ſaid that he was very glad to ſee FR 
faults of his own denomination held up to publick 
view, and he hoped it would be a publick benefit. 
Generoſo obſerved. that he was glad to ſee ſo much 
impartiality diſcovered, in exhibiting the faults of both 
denominations. He thought it would have been very 
wrong ito hold up the faults of one, and not the oth- 
er, while it is ſoevident that both have been to blame. 
| Honeſtus remarked that the things mentioned, as 
faults in his denomination, had long been mater of 

grief to his mind. He ſaid he had often — 
| and as often lamented them. Y 

Confitenſius confeſſed that he had n to hang 
ſome of his own paſt conduct, which had been, by 
the pamphlet brought freſh to his mind. And he re- 
Joiced that any one would be ſo faithful as to reprove 
him. 

Amicus Cake « again. I do not ſee how any reaſon- - 
avle n can be offended at what is written ; but 

| there 


. 


oY 1 are ſo many — Chriſtians, who cannot 


bear reproof, that I fear ſome of both denominations 
will take offence. 

Sobrietas propoſed for conſideration, whether it 
would not be duty, for each of them, to labor with 
ſuch of his own denomination as ſhould appear diſaf- 
feted ; and endeavor to perſuade them, to hearken 
to reaſon, and corre, their faults. He further ob- 
ſerved, that if the faults mentioned in the pamphlet 
were on both fides reformed, the two denominations 
would ſoon appear reſpeAable in the eyes of. each 
other ; and much more to the honor of Chriſt in the 
eyes of the world. To which they all conſented, with 
the greateſt appearance of cordiality. And after unit- 
ing in humble prayer for the proſperity of Zion, they 
diſſolved their meeting. 

Theſe ſeveral ſcenes convinced me of che proprie- 
ty of the following proverbs. He that reproveth a 
{corner getteth to himſelf ſhame. Rebuke a wiſe man 
and he will love thee. A reproof entereth more in- 
to a wiſe man than an hundred ſtripes into a fool. 
I I ſpent the moſt of that night in agreeable conver- 
ſation with Benevolus.: Soon after I retired for fleep, 
my imagination favored me with a ſaſe journey to 
my own houſe. I awoke, aroſe, and recollected the 
adventures of my imagination. I found the piece 
had not yet been ſent to the preſs, but I felt encourag- 
ed to ſend it. And thought it might be expedient to 
annex the adventures for publick peruſal. Readers 
are allowed to conſider theſe adventures as a dream; 
but perhaps experience, and obſervation, may ſhow 
that, in ſome reſpeRts, the thing is certain and the in- 
terpretation ſure. The wiſe men of America will not 

conceive 


7 . o 
2 Y * . ; 4 2 ai > 8 
x * * ” —_*F — N. 
: * — 13 * = - : - » 83 * * 'Y «5 . ob" \ > is * - 
A ” 4 * — 
1 "4 va 4 | * . 13 * * AS #: - 
* ; * » | * © 18 "6... Fe £. * 
1 — hy . 0 FP - | i <0 
4 * x 2 — * - a : 
3» * Pay 
_ * — 
* * 
* 2 - 
- 
* 7 
. E q 7 5 - 
, 1 


© that fo hard a taſk i is impoſed 1 .4; 
was s impoſed by Nebuchadnezzar upon the wiſe men 
of Babylon. For 1 have told the dream, they have 
Soy to ind out the n 40 | 
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i aa, Þ 8. One circumſtance has been e in 2 
| preceding narration. It was thought by Turo chat 

Eldgg Freetongue had it in view to vrite an anſuef 
to che Impartial Inquiries. Ee gin 
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